Periodic adhesive fingers between contacting cells.
We study in detail the properties of fingers, a particular type of cell-cell adhesive structures appearing in adherens junctions. These periodic patterns break the symmetry of cell-cell contacts. We show that finger formation is driven by cadherin interactions and actin growth. A theoretical model is introduced in which the growth of fingers is limited by membrane tension. The steady shape and formation kinetics of fingers are experimentally measured and compared with the theoretical predictions.